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November 2019 

West Linton St Andrew’s 
Parish Church 

Scottish Charity No SC003938 

From our Interim Minister ... 

 In recent items I have mentioned, either overtly or obtusely, the 
changing nature of church and society and how change is coming 
sooner than we may expect to reshape us or even thwart our plans and 
our need to engage with such change in church life. 
The Background 
 Part of that change is indicated in our Presbytery of Melrose and 
Peebles which has, along with every other Presbytery, been given the 
task of reshaping its allocation of clergy in the light of a 20% reduction 
in ordained ministers.  Obviously, that means more congregations 
sharing ministers along with finding other ways of working together in 
the future.  One option is to close some church buildings (which is 
happening in some parts of the country), while another is to link or 
unite more congregations together in clusters under one minister, or to 
create much larger groups of churches under a team ministry, with 
closures occurring at a future stage. 
 Since the General Assembly in May and the more ’radical call to 
action’ all of this has taken on a faster pace.  Conversations have taken 
place across this Presbytery from Carlops to St Boswells and Lauder 
down to Selkirk to enable local churches to have a voice in creating and 
shaping this new future. 
The Proposals 
 The team of people who have been leading this will be proposing a 
plan at the Presbytery meeting in December – the exact detail of which 
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we do not know at this stage – but will certainly include proposals to 
reorganise the ways congregations are currently established.  Some old 
linkages of churches may be unlinked to form new ones, while some 
which stood on their own will now be sharing ministry with others.  
And of pertinent interest to us, may be a proposal to link our three 
congregations with three neighbouring ones at Broughton, Skirling and 
Tweedsmuir.  Representative elders from all the congregations have 
met recently on several occasions to talk through what this would 
mean.  Although there remains a desire at the heart of every 
congregation that it might have its own minister, there is a growing and 
urgent sense of realism that ministers are going to have to be shared 
more widely.  This also means the financial cost of a minister is shared 
where no single or two or three congregations could support a minister 
by themselves.  If this kind of proposal goes ahead it means rethinking 
what we expect from or desire of a minister of word and sacrament, 
along with that of church leadership from elders especially and of our 
worship leaders.  
 All of this is not simply a case of ‘the church from above’ (be that 
Presbytery or Church Offices at 121), changing things for the sake of it 
and telling us what will be, but everyone seeking to grasp the reality of 
that which we face in our day.  These are challenging times for 
congregations but also for ministers whose role is uncertain and whose 
‘parish’ will cover a larger geographical area and more congregations 
than that of our predecessors and whose ‘job description’ will 
inevitably change. 
The Planning 
 In terms of our period of Interim Ministry it means some of the 
planning we have been doing will require reshaping and rethinking as 
we look towards a different outcome to that which was expected when 
I arrived.  We will need to dovetail the ending of this interim period of 
ministry with the beginnings of conversations with new neighbours 
whoever they might be. Presbytery sought this Interim Ministry and so 
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have the responsibility of concluding it before any new outcome 
begins.  I am currently looking at how I might be able to remain with 
you awhile in order to assist in this if that were regarded as useful. A 
recent conversation with our Session Clerks was helpful, informative, 
supportive and instructive, and I will further this in speaking with 
Presbytery and with the staff and Committee which oversees Interim 
Ministry posts. 
 During this time, pray for one other and your church as well as for 
our neighbours in the faith that God will show us how best to be His 
presence in our communities in our generation and in the future. 

A leaflet will accompany this Newsletter offering an Update on our 
Interim Ministry. 

Stewart McPherson 

(Continued from page 2) 

Artistic Gift ... 

A painting of St Andrew’s Church by renowned Scottish artist Ethel Walker has 
been donated by Barbara Brown and family to the congregation. Ethel is the 
daughter of Rev Tom Phillips - former minister of St Andrew’s linked with 
Carlops, 1965-84.  We intend displaying it where it can be seen and 
appreciated by as many people as possible.  Our grateful thanks go to Barbara 
- former resident of the village, and remembered by many, now living in 
Wiltshire - for such a lovely and much appreciated gift.   
“I hope to encapsulate a visual instant - a sense of immediacy and imminent 
change but also a sense of enduring place." Quote from Ethel Walker 

Used Stamps … 
Used stamps can raise funds for The World Mission Stamp Appeal. 
With Christmas approaching now is the time to remind readers to collect all 
the stamps from Christmas mail.  
This year the Appeal is supporting the Chigodi Women’s Centre in Blantyre, 
Malawi. 

There will be a box in the church where you can place your stamps.   
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Christian Aid News … 
Christian Aid welcomes the new Scottish Climate Change Bill. For many years, 
CA Scotland has been campaigning  for the Scottish Government to take 
climate change seriously for the benefit of those around the world who are 
adversely affected by it. Since 2017, our supporters have met their MSPs, 
signed petitions, demonstrated outside the Scottish Parliament and taken to 
the streets in their local towns and cities.   Here is an update on what our 
campaigning has achieved. 
Emission targets 
 This Bill sets a strong long-term target to reduce emissions to net- zero by 
2045 and drive action in the crucial next decade. We were particularly pleased 
to see all parties coming together on the day to increase the 2030 target to 
75%. The last-minute increase in ambition from Parliament was thanks to 
extensive public pressure, particularly the incredible youth-led climate 
marches. 
Climate Justice 
 Around the world, the adverse effects of climate change are felt most 
acutely by people who are least responsible for causing the problem. Climate 
justice recognises that wealthy industrialised countries like Scotland have a 
historical responsibility for causing climate change and a moral responsibility 
to act faster and go further in cutting emissions. One of our campaign 
successes was the Government agreeing to put its own version of the principle 
of Climate justice into the new law. 
 Of course, we don't stop here. A bill can only  take us so far, it's what comes 
next that counts and we hope that you will join us on the next stage of the 
journey in pushing for immediate and rapid action on emissions and delivering 
climate justice. With the UN Climate talks coming to Glasgow next year, the 
world will be watching.  Thank you again for taking action - together we are 
making a difference. 
Robert Higgins, CA chair 

From Jack and Ivy Stafford … 
Belated, but nonetheless sincere thanks to friends who so kindly rallied round 
to help us when Jack took ill earlier this year.  Your continuing support and 
care is much appreciated. 
Thank you , too, for the many warm wishes in celebration of our 68th 
Wedding Anniversary. 
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The  Olive  Grove  Chapel … 

As more unsettling news of fighting and fleeing civilians in the Middle East 
fill our news outlets we stir uneasily and wonder what we can we do so far 
from the turmoil? One small way would be to support the Church of 
Scotland‘s work in Palestine - the most recent initiative being The Olive 
Grove Chapel. 

The 2019  General  Assembly instructed the World Mission Council to 
“assist the Tent of Nations in creating a sacred space for worship amongst  
threatened olive groves.” The Tent of Nations is found on a farm, owned 
by a Palestinian Christian family for many generations- the land now 
surrounded by illegal Israeli settlements with frequent threats of 
demolition and eviction from Israeli forces. 

The Church of Scotland believes that building a sacred space amongst the 
Tent of Nations olive groves will show support for this Palestinian family 
and the ethos of the Tent of Nations which is “We refuse to be enemies”. 
It also shows a commitment to constantly seeking justice and peace in the 
land of Christ’s birth. 

The work of building the Chapel will be co-ordinated by the Rev John 
McCulloch, St Andrews,  Jerusalem who asks that we pray for peace and 
justice for the Nassar family and peace in the Middle East. Donations to 
assist in the developing of the Chapel will be gratefully accepted and sent 
to Church of Scotland. 

Should you wish more information on the Tent of Nations or The Olive 
Grove Chapel visit the World Mission Facebook page. 

Helen Bruce 

The West Linton Sleep Out … 

When:  Saturday 7 December 2019 

Where: St Andrew’s Church Manse Garden 

Gather: New Church Hall at 9pm (talks, music, yoga and bedtime story) 

Sleep Out: Bed down around 11pm 

Breakfast: New Church Hall at 7am  (Friends and Family welcome) 

Donations: On behalf of the West Linton Bethany Care Van Team 
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Peebles Youth Trust …  
Peebles Youth trust is a local Youth Charity which supports 10-14 year olds across 
Tweeddale to build their confidence and self-esteem and improve their emotional 
wellbeing. 
The project began in 2009 and during the last 10 years a number of events and 
initiatives have been organised to fulfil their mission. 
One of these initiatives is to provide a Christmas Hamper to families identified by 
schools, health visitors, social services and the food bank.  
Unfortunately the demand for hampers increases year on year. The Trust relies on the 
generosity of local businesses, churches and community organisations in order to fill 
over 100 hampers. 
We, at St Andrews, have supported this for a number of years and this year we have 
been asked to help by donating soap and shower gel. 
A box will be in Church during the month of November for those who would like to 
help. 
Items donated will be uplifted during the week beginning 2nd December.   
Pat Graham 

Christmas Music … 

The St Andrew’s Choir is busy preparing to support the Advent and 

Christmas services in West Linton.  An invitation is warmly extended to 

anyone who would like to join us in these preparations.  If you enjoy 

singing, or playing an instrument, and would like to find out more 

please speak to Tony Hoskins or any member of the choir. 

Tony Hoskins 

Rotas for the 2020 Linkage Directory ... 

We will be compiling the material for the 2020 Linkage Directory in 

November.  We are always looking for more volunteers to take part in 

the weekly Welcome and Reading.  We require more people to help 

with the driving week by week.  If you are able to help, or require more 

information, please speak to Daryll Green or Colin Herd. 

If there is anyone already on the rotas who would like a change of date, 

or perhaps wishes to 'retire', please let us know as soon as possible.. 
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CoSY Café 

New Church Hall 

2.00 pm to 4.00 pm 

8th November 

22nd November 

6th December 

Prayer Focus Group 

Old Church Hall 

9.30am to 10.00am 

6th November 

4th December 

Baby Brunch 

Old Church Hall - Fridays  

9.30am to 12.00 noon 
 

(During school term time) 

What’s on this month ... 

Guid Blethers 

Guid Blethers will resume 

on 13th November 

With the theme 

“Getting to Know You” 

and also on 

27th November 

The next sessions of Messy Church are on: 

Sunday 3 November – Messy Lord’s Prayer 

Sunday 1 December – Messy Advent 

Location: New Church Hall, West Linton. 

Time: 4-6pm 

 
All children from babies to P7 are most welcome to come and join 

in the fun! 

After a game to start the children will do a range of craft activities, 

then have a song and a story and finish off with a meal together.  

All children must be accompanied by an adult. 

For more information contact Jean Howat (01968 660677) 

howatjean@gmail.com 

mailto:howatjean@gmail.com
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Door Duties 

November A Lyon Choir 

  M Knott Main 

  R Wilson Gallery (£) 

December M Moore Choir 

  C Herd Main (£) 

  P Graham Gallery 

Welcome and Readers 

November   3rd Helen Bruce 

  10th Kirsty Crick 

  17th Kirsty Crick 

  24th Oliver Hoskins 

December   1st Oliver Hoskins 

    8th Daryll Green 

  15th Daryll Green 

  22nd Tony Hoskins 

  29th Tony Hoskins 

Drivers 

November Driver 1 Mary Turnbull 

  01968 661737 

 Driver 2 Daryll Green 

  01968 660415 

December Driver 1 Steven Whalley 

  01968 661158 

 Driver 2 Pat Graham 

  01721752205 

Services November 

 West Linton 11.15 am Carlops 10.00 am Newlands 10.00 am 

  1st Rev Stewart McPherson Rev Stewart McPherson Nary McElroy 

  8th Rev Stewart McPherson Kevin Scott Rev Stewart McPherson 

15th David Henderson-Howat Rev Stewart McPherson David Henderson-Howat 

22nd Rev Stewart McPherson Patsy Campbell Rev Stewart McPherson 

29th Rev Stewart McPherson Rev Stewart McPherson Murray Campbell 

Flower Donations - November 
Neil Forsyth 

In memory of 
Mr & Mrs Adair  

Pat Graham 
The Forsyth Family 

Arranged by Sheila Forsyth 

Flower Donations - December 
Lesley Johnstone 

Anna Gibson 
Flower Fund 

Arranged by  The Flower Team 

Material for the December Newsletter should be submitted to the editor 

by  Monday 26th November 2019.  The December issue will be available on 

1st December.  

Copy to Colin Herd: email:  newsletter@standrews-westlinton.org.  Please 

include ‘Newsletter’ in the subject of your email. 


